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An influx of creative energy can 
be very productive if you take 
adequate time to relax and in- 
hale. Otherwise you might burn 
out. Listen to your nervous sys- 
tem and give it what it wants. 


Your finances are in flux this 
week. Keep an eye on state- 
ments and checks to avoid any 
unforeseen shenanigans. It's a 
good time to mindfully start on 
a path to end a long-standing 
stress. 


Conflicting currents may try 
your patience this week, but try 
to keep your cool. Impulsive be- 
havior early in the week could 
get you into a tight spot. Save it 
for the weekend. 


Ol’ resolute Taurus. Being stub- 
born isn’t.necessarily a negative 
if you're stubbornly positive and 
peaceful. Embrace changing 
tides like a:smiling rock. Let the 
ocean comb your seaweed hair. 


Canceling plans feels so good 
sometimes. To find yourself with 
unexpected free time is a tiny 
gift you should give yourself this 
week. Blow someone off and do 
absolutely nothing productive. 


A chorus of negative feelings 
and anxieties..are fluttering 
around the periphery, sneering, 
waiting for you to fail so they 
can laugh.-Walk steadily. Don't 
listen to them. This is a very im- 
portant test. 


No one sent in an advice question this 
week, so uhh. Hmmm. | guess y’all should 
send in some questions or they might 
make me do something else here, like sex 
tips or a coupon corner. The back page 
is the “gal” page. We use the word gal in- 
stead of girl because girl isn’t really the 
equivalent of guy, it’s diminutive. It im- 
plies youthfulness in a way that guy and 
gal don't. | guess it doesn’t really matter all 
that much, but the little things add up. | 
like the back page. It’s my clubhouse. It’s 
all mine. 


The colors look nice, don’t they. | spent a 
long time getting just the right reddish 
brown for the fox there. You want to know 
the story behind that fox drawing? My 
friend Nick drew it while we were sharing 
a room in Bloomington, Indiana about 6 
years ago. Our roommate Greg had a big 
fluffy orange cat named Leon, and Nick 
and Leon were total bros. When Leon went 
to sleep, sometimes he would dream, and 
make like he was running while laying 
down, and Nick always thought he was 
dreaming about being a fox. So that draw- 
ing is what my friend Nick thinks a fat ol’ 
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You'll get more done with small, 
meaningful steps. than with 
blind charges fueled by false 
confidence. Unwrap your heart 
and take stock of your emo- 
tional inventory. Stick to familiar 
roads. 
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To labor over an important de- 
cision is an exercise in futility 
this week. ad A for 
an audience and make the de- 
cision. You knew the answer 
before the question was even 
formed. 
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The map to this week is creased 
and a with dissentin 
energies. Empathy is the han 
that can smooth the wrinkles. 
Patience is the rag that can re- 
move the dirt. There's treasure 
everywhere. 
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A long-standing habit has less 
hold over you than usual this 
week. Be it chemical or roman- 
tic, now is as good a chance as 
you'll ever have to effect a clean 
and permanent break. Have 
faith in yourself. 


If your flashlight goes out at a 
particularly dark moment this 
week, remember the matches in 
your pocket. Don't rely so heav- 
ily on one solution that you for- 
get the rest. Stay dynamic. 


Don’t make an important deci- 
sion if you're tired, hungry or 
frustrated. A clear mind with un- 
tie a double knotted shoelace in 
half the time of a frenetic, impa- 
tient mind. 
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orange cat in Indiana thinks he looks like 
while dreaming. Nick also drew the flag 
banners and the crossword border and 
my lovely horoscope border. He's quite tal- 
ented. Oh, and before | forget, David Otter 
is turning 31 this week, on 4/28, so if you 
see him out riding Artax delivering the pa- 
per, give him a fist bump or a Bud Lite or 
a video game or whatever guys like to get 
on their birthdays. He's pretty cool. 


So this is the end of this issue. This is the 
last bit of text being created before the 
entire issue hardens and congeals to be- 
come a solid and immutable record of 
what we made this week. The completion 
of issue 1-53 is in the future right now, but 
only for another minute or two. At that 
point, this never-ending now will overtake 
it and it will float ever further back into the 
past. I’m typing slowly—savoring the fla- 
vor of an impending eventuality. It tastes 
like hope. Before | harden, before | lose the 
ability to create new words and events, let 
me take the opportunity to say that you 
look great today. 

-Best 


LyraFoxx@gmail.com 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


my 


S° here we are! The first issue of the sec- 
ond year in Philadelphia. There are two 
things that are changing as of this printing. 
The first, which you've probably already 
noticed, is that we're using accents of color. 
This is just an experiment at this stage, and 
we may revert to black and blue at some 
point, but it sure looks cool! The second is 
that we're changing the status of our con- 
tent from Copyrighted to Anticopyrighted. 
What this means is that all original content 
produced by the core staff is available for 
you to use however you like. Contributing 
writers, contributing artists, and story con- 
testants own their stuff, so if work is attrib- 
uted to an individual, you still hafta check 
with them if you'd like to reproduce their 
work, but feel free to reproduce anything 
without a tag line, including the puzzles, 
and use it for fun and profit. The only stipu- 
lation is that you can not copyright the 
content as your own. That would just be 
jerky. We believe in our stuff, and like the 
idea of spreading out like dandelion seeds 
on the wind, changing slightly from hand 
to hand. Take our stories and make them 
your stories. 


Ongoing Flash Fiction Showcase Contest 
The Furor of the Unseen Kestrel 
©Enoch Crain 
A: two compatriots of the young Ameri- 
can Republic’s Delaware delegation 
took leave of some leadership summit by 
venturing into the nearby forested areas 
along the river Wissahickon, a casual ac- 
quaintanceship bloomed into a deeply sat- 
isfying, mellow friendship, like that which 
people in their declining years find with 
the person randomly set in the neighbor- 
ing hospice bed. 
‘You know, Peter; said Sir Henfry Fairfax 
Montebank IV, a 2nd-generation American 


WTF Pit's é Wacky é Facts! If 
@ you are not properly hy- 
drated, caffeine will actually make you 
tired. This is because you don’t have the 
proper blood volume for caffeine to do 


its thing and constrict your blood ves- 
sels. If you drink a big cup of water be- 


fore you drink coffee, it will perk you up 
significantly more. Though you will also 
need to pee almost immediately. A Hold- 
ing a person as a slave became illegal in 
he UK on April 6, 2010. A Male fruit flies 
that are rejected by female fruit flies are 
significantly more likely to be attracted 
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with vague claims on a Scottish duchy, as 
he looked sidelong into the eyes of Edward 
Wilhelm Erichson, scion of one of the colo- 
nies’ earliest and most successful farming 
families, ‘| have not had such a pleasant 
country walk in many a moon’ Erichson gri- 
maced at the feminine familiarity and awk- 
wardly groped at the strap of his musket. 
‘These woods are truly divine; Montebank 
continued, gesturing with one sweeping 
arm at the rising hills by the trail they trod. 
Erichson nodded silently, one hand on his 
rifle. 

Montebank looked ahead and glimpsed a 
flicker of chalky gray fur at the edge of a hill 
in the path, between leaves and branches. 
‘Hold here; he muttered, dropping his 
satchel and then lifting up his own rifle to 
level it along his arm straight for where the 
dirt crested and then sunk to one knee. It 
was nothing but a leaf spinning through 
the air, then the strange swirl of a forest 
fox’s bushy tail made itself known. 
Montebank fired, the gun cracked and 
emitted a trail of gray smoke, and when it 
cleared, both men leaned forward to see 
the animal lying on its side, eyes blank, a 
small black hole in its side spewing black 
and red blood. ‘Got him; Montebank mut- 
tered hoarsely, tears in his eyes. 

Erichson was impressed by his friend's 
marksmanship. 

A hundred yards off in the canopy of bare 
branches, a brown kestrel spun its head 
back and forth, back and forth, eyes fo- 
cused to a pinpoint on the heads of the 
two men down below. 

The kestrel considered a fatal attack to 
be possible on both targets, life-sources 


clearly flowing in cords at the sides of 


their necks, but assessed such a kill as un- 
necessary, because he wasn’t hungry, and 
couldn't have eaten that much, anyways. 
to alcohol. A In 1915, Charlie Chaplin 
entered a Charlie Chaplin look alike con- 
test and didn't even make it to the final 
round. A If a vampire needed to feed 
on one person per day, and turned that 
person to a vampire who also needed to 
feed once a day, all humanity would be 
vampiric in a single month. A It takes the 
Sun 220 million years to orbit the center 
of the Milky Way. It has made this trip 
20 times. A When asked what his favor- 
ite book was as a child, George W. Bush 
replied with The Very Hungry Caterpillar, 
which was published when he was 23. A 
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WePAC 


West Philadelphia Alliance for Children 


Hey Word Nerds! Inspire the next generation of young 
readers in West Philly by volunteering in an elementary 
school library! 


1- Letter Alchemy 


3- Word Find! 


Can you make a 1,2,3,4,5,6, and 
7 letter word from these 4 let- 
ters? (There are many answers, 
we have an example of one of 
each on the back.) 
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The word SOLO apprears 
exactly once in a straight 
line in this block of tiles. 


[s][oj[L]/sJ/LJ[o][sJ[o, 
[s][0][s[o]/s]/oJ[ol[s, 
[o|/0]/s|[o]/s][LJ[ol[o, 
[o]/s][o|[L]/s][o/[ol[o, 
[s][0][s|[L][s][L][L][o, 
[L|[s[LJ[o[o]/s/[ol[s, 


The West Philadelphia Alliance for Children (WePAC) 
is looking for dedicated folks who are excited to work 
on all aspects of library programming, including read 
alouds, literacy activities, and helping children select 
and check out books. The most important thing is that 
the volunteers are flexible, have a can-do attitude, and 
are excited about providing access to books for children 
in West Philadelphia. WePAC also has volunteer oppor- 
tunities for classroom tutoring and after-school news- 


2- Throwin’ Bones 


With a 6-sided die, how many 
rolls does it take on average 


paper clubs. before all 6 faces are rolled at 
Call us at 267-443-3224 or visit least once? DODEBODE 
wepac.org/get-involved for more info. ANS WER [O, | S, | L, | L | 0, | S. | L, | O. 
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Della Needs a Home 


The people who lead these classes 


wre Usually Male, and they asR 
Me te POSE ON plush Sucfeces. 
e 


(Ugh, you don't 
want to hice her 


< 


Poa @ 


oN ‘a 
I am always snxious avout lesun 
an unsightly SPOT of discharge T don't want te be judged for 


of Something. After all, vaginas leaving a tail of mucus! 
ane pretty ©OzY- | v) : {ED 


Overheard m Phila 

El Train 

guy- Any pill | see | just pop. Any color. They 
don't give me a buzz, man. I’m like, what 
is this, louprofen? 


Italian Market 

gal 1- They should call this the Hispannish 
Market. 

gal 2- | think it’s pronounced Hispanic. 

gal 1- No it’s Hispannish. It comes from how 
Spain is called Hispania in Spanish. 

gal 2- Oh that makes sense. Hmm. Everyone says 
it wrong. 

gal 1- People are idiots. 


lergic and she needs relief very soon. We have been 
looking for a while and don’t want to give her to a 
shelter. Her name is Della. She's about 3yrs old, fe- 
male, fixed, still has her claws, although we are cur- 
rently giving her soft paws. 


Contact: 848 702 32010r momomyles@gmail.com 


Coffee Shop 

gal 1- This guy on OK Cupid just asked if! wanted 
to go do Easter egg stuff with his family 
for our first date. 

gal 2- Wow! That's confidence! What did you say? 

gal 1- Well, I’m going obviously. 


Want to see your favorite animal pal in the 
Secret Admirer? Send us a photo with a cap- 
tion or name and we'll print it! Also. If you're 
looking for a home for a stray or homeless 
animal, send in the details and your contact 
info and we'll get the word out for free. 


Thanks for reading! spy on strangers and tell us os 
34 
. ' : . xt; 603 20 il 
PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com ead to namirereg™ 
or text 603 203 4766 mail: Philade'P 
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QCrOSS 

1. Stalagtite, mountain, snake, 
snake, comb 
6. Pelvic crest 
11. A time colored in memory by 
specific events 

14. Willow twig, basket weavings 
15. Wide, shallow water boat 
16. Where a spider bite piercing goes 
17. The process of giving birth 
19. Ottoman officer 
20. Measured amounts of medication 
21. Between baritone and alto 
23. Thorny flowering tree 
27. Northern wastes 
28. High-falling slow descenders 
32. Intentional text 
33. To arms! 
34. Blame 
37. Misplace 
38. Rope fiber 
39. Lime-rich clay 
40. A meme that lost its head 
41.Where Lincoln grew up 
42. Run-on sentence accomplice 
43. Enrollment 
45. Harsh 
48. Bond 
49. My female spanish pal 
50. What Ariel loses to Ursula 
53. Fall behind 
54. Oiling chain, tightening cables 
60. C/IV+II= 
61. You're holding the fifty third 
62. Unclouded 
63.4 in symbolic binary if eel = 6 
64. Gorge 
65. Resolution of a lyric poem 
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1. Clowns live in this whenit'sbig _| 

2. Kenyan ged: palindrome 

3. Elton John, or Paul McCartney 

4. Complete collection 

5. Book smart 

6. Nile bird 

7. Pregnancy scare 

8. Controls aperture size of pupil 

9. Ina bygone 11 across 

10. Biking 100 miles in one go 

11. African antelope 

12. Difficult 

13. Armadillo 

18. MGM Studios mascot sound 

22.Parental loneliness after kids leave 

23. Maker of all things i 

24. Billiards tactic 

25. What you did for the judge 

26. Receptacle 

27. Gives away your bluff 

29. Small African antelope 

30. “Todaay is gonna be the daay that 
they're gonna throw it back to you.” 

31. Flora 

34. China grass 

35. Suit worn by 3 down 

36. Apparently these can just vanish 

38. Wisdom inducing incense 

39. Lunar butterfly 

41. Made of baked clay 

42. Rhythmic pedaling speed 

43. Average quality weed 

44. Velocity contest 

45. A room in France 

46. How kids today sends letters 

47. Mourning til morning 

50. Debit card hologram 

51. Defining burden 

52.A alle 

55. What fire trades you for wood 

eee ey mountain 


57. Said “| know kung fu.’ and “Woah.” 
58. Scoundrel = 
59. Before 16 


1- What are the first 4 digits of the Beverly Hills zip code? 
2- Which tool did Charles Moncke invent? 

3- Who did Britain support in the US Civil War? 
4- Somewhere on your person, you will most likely find the letters YKK. Where? 
5- Which popular hero was introduced in Detective Comics in 1939? 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


LAST 
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“You better 
believe our coffee 
smells, brother.” 


greenstreetcoffee.com 
Ral scraps 


Feel free to cut this out, take it with you and stick it 
under windshield wipers where appropriate. 
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' | know it’s hard to find parking in the ! 
icity, especially if you're just running | 
1in and out, but when you stop in the 1 
| bike lane, you are not only breaking | 
ithe law, but also endangering the, 
safety of all cyclists and drivers on! 
ithe road. 
I | 
, Even if you're quick and turn on your | 
ihazards, cyclists must cross overs 
'from their designated lane into a mo- : 
;torized vehicle lane. This constricts , 
I traffic and forces drivers to compen- ! 
i sate by swerving out of their lane to} 
1avoid hitting cyclists, and generally 1 
i decreases the safety and comfort of! 
yall people involved. , 
I I 
tL know your time is valuable, but} 
1 please don't park in the bike lane. It1 
imight seem harmless, but the con-| 
1sequences can be deadly. Thank you 4 
''in advance for respecting our lives. |! 


